
Case Study - Summary 120 words: 

The 2013 Constitutional Court case of Olga Rademan v Moqhaka Local Municipality is a 
landmark judgment in South African municipal law. While the court upheld the 
municipality's right to disconnect electricity for non-payment of other services, it also 
affirmed a crucial principle: residents are not obligated to pay for municipal services 
that have not been rendered. This principle is primarily articulated in paragraphs [42] 
and [43] of the judgment. 

Paragraph [42] establishes the right for residents to withhold payment for services not 
delivered, while paragraph [43] outlines the legal framework for resolving such disputes. 
The judgment has empowered residents, providing a basis for collective action and 
increasing municipal accountability. It represents a significant step in strengthening the 
relationship between citizens and municipalities in South Africa. 

 


