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Impact Summary: Oversight & Public 

Protection Loss (≤50 words)

5 May 2009 National Intelligence Agency 

(NIA) & South African Secret 

Service (SASS) – merged into 

SSA

[Type: Civilian intelligence 

agencies – independence 

destroyed]
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Merging intelligence agencies under 

one political roof eliminated checks 

between domestic and foreign 

intelligence. The SSA became a tool 

for political surveillance, protecting 

Zuma from accountability. 

Parliamentary oversight (JSCI) was 

rendered ineffective. Public 

protection from state abuse of 

intelligence powers was 

fundamentally compromised.


