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1. Introduction 

"Yea, and all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution." — 2 Timothy 3:12 (KJV) 
 

Since the crucifixion of Jesus Christ and the stoning of Stephen, the Christian Church has been forged 
in the fires of persecution. For two millennia, governments, empires, and ideological regimes have 
attempted to extinguish the Christian faith through state-sponsored murder.  
 

This report, and the accompanying comprehensive dataset, documents the major historical periods 
and regimes responsible for the mass murder of Christians. The data reveals a staggering reality: 
while the Roman persecutions are the most famous in Christian history, the 20th century was by far 
the bloodiest era for believers, driven primarily by the rise of atheistic Communism and radical 
Islamism. 
 

2. The Grand Total: A Staggering Death Toll 

Based on historical records, academic research, and contemporary persecution watchdogs, the 
estimated number of Christians murdered by governments and state-sponsored actors from 00 AD to 
2026 is: 
 

• Low Estimate: 18,870,800 
• High Estimate: 35,693,000 
• Mid (Consensus) Estimate: 25,305,000 

 

These figures represent believers who were killed specifically because of their Christian faith, their 
status as clergy, or as part of targeted genocides against Christian minority populations. 
 

3. The Top 5 Deadliest Regimes for Christians 

The data clearly identifies the most lethal systems of government for Christians throughout history. 
 

1. The Soviet Union (1917–1991) 

System: Communism / Atheist State Estimated Christians Killed:~15,000,000 
The Bolshevik Revolution ushered in the most devastating persecution of Christians in history. Lenin 
and Stalin viewed the Church as the ultimate enemy of the Communist state. Over 12,000 clergy were 
murdered in the first years alone, and tens of thousands more died in the Gulag archipelago [1]. The 
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Black Book of Communism estimates 20 million total Soviet victims, with Christians forming the 
largest persecuted religious demographic [2]. 
 

2. The Ottoman Empire (1894–1923) 

System: Nationalist / Theocratic Sultanate Estimated Christians Killed:~3,000,000 
In the twilight of the Ottoman Empire, the government systematically exterminated its Christian 
minority populations. This included the Armenian Genocide (up to 1.5 million dead), the Greek 
Genocide (over 1.5 million dead), and the Assyrian/Syriac Genocide (Sayfo) [3]. These populations 
were targeted both for their ethnicity and their Christian faith. 
 

3. People's Republic of China (1949–2026) 

System: Communism / Atheist State Estimated Christians Killed:~2,000,000 
Under Mao Zedong, particularly during the Cultural Revolution (1966–1976), all churches were 
closed, Bibles were burned, and clergy were imprisoned or executed [4]. The persecution continues 
today under the CCP, with the demolition of churches, the imprisonment of underground house-
church leaders, and the rewriting of Scripture to align with Communist ideology. 
 

4. Government of Sudan (1983–2005) 

System: Islamist Military Dictatorship Estimated Christians Killed:~1,800,000 
During the Second Sudanese Civil War, the Islamist government in Khartoum waged a jihad against 
the predominantly Christian and Animist populations of the south. Churches were bombed, pastors 
were executed, and Christian children were sold into slavery [5]. 
 

5. Early Islamic Caliphates (632–750) 

System: Islamic Theocracy / Caliphate Estimated Christians Killed:~1,000,000 
The Arab-Islamic conquests swept through the heartlands of early Christianity — Syria, Egypt, North 
Africa, and Persia. While many Christians survived asdhimmi (second-class citizens paying a 
subjugation tax), millions were killed, enslaved, or forcibly converted during the centuries of conquest 
[6]. 
 

4. The Ideological Drivers of Persecution 

The data reveals that the persecution of Christians is not limited to one era or one region. However, 
the systems of government responsible for the highest death tolls share common ideological traits: 
 

Communism and State Atheism (Over 18 Million Dead) 

The deadliest enemy of the Christian Church has been Marxist-Leninist Communism. Because 
Communism demands total allegiance to the State and views religion as the "opiate of the masses," it 
cannot tolerate the Christian assertion that Christ is Lord over Caesar. This drove the massacres in 
the USSR, China, the Eastern Bloc, Cambodia, and North Korea [2]. 
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Radical Islamism and Theocracy (Over 6 Million Dead) 

From the early conquests to the Ottoman genocides, and continuing today with ISIS, Boko Haram, 
and the Iranian regime, radical Islamism has consistently sought to eradicate or subjugate Christian 
populations. Today, Nigeria is the epicenter of Christian martyrdom, with over 50,000 Christians killed 
by Islamist militants since 2000 [7]. 
 

Radical Secularism and Anti-Clericalism (Over 300,000 Dead) 

Regimes born out of radical secular revolutions have also targeted the Church. The French 
Revolution's Reign of Terror and the subsequent Vendée Genocide saw hundreds of thousands of 
Catholics slaughtered [8]. Similarly, the Mexican government during the Cristero War (1926–1929) 
and the Spanish Republic during the Spanish Civil War (1936–1939) executed thousands of priests 
and nuns [9]. 
 

5. The Current Crisis (2000–2026) 

While historical persecutions were devastating, the martyrdom of Christians is not a thing of the past. 
According to Open Doors, the persecution of Christians has reached unprecedented levels in the 21st 
century.  
 

• In 2023 alone, 4,849 Christians were killed for their faith [10]. 
• Currently, 365 million Christians (1 in 7 worldwide) face high levels of persecution and 

discrimination [11]. 
• North Korea remains the most dangerous place on earth for a Christian, where believers are 

classified as the "hostile class" and sent to lethal labor camps [10]. 
 

6. Biblical Conclusion 

"And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb, and by the word of their testimony; and they loved 
not their lives unto the death." — Revelation 12:11 (KJV) 
 

The secular world views the murder of 25 million Christians as a tragedy of history. The Biblical 
worldview, however, understands it as the fulfillment of Christ's own prophecy: "If they have 
persecuted me, they will also persecute you" (John 15:20).  
 

The governments that slaughtered these believers — the Roman Caesars, the Soviet Commissars, the 
Ottoman Pashas — have all fallen into the dust of history. Yet the Church of Jesus Christ remains. The 
blood of the martyrs has always been the seed of the Church, and their ultimate vindication awaits 
the return of the King. 
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7. 2000 Years of Testimony 

While the argument begins with the original Apostles, it is often extended to the 2,000 years of 
Christian history. Apologists argue that the "outstanding" nature of the faith is proven by its survival 
and growth despite relentless persecution. 

The Early Church: For the first 300 years, Christianity was an illegal religion in the Roman Empire, yet it 
grew rapidly despite thousands being executed in arenas. 

Modern Apologetics: Modern authors like Tim Keller (in The Reason for God) and J. Warner Wallace (a 
cold-case homicide detective who wrote Cold-Case Christianity) frequently use this "murdered for 
the truth" argument as primary evidence for the Resurrection. 

Global History: The fact that the faith has produced martyrs in every century for two millennia is seen 
by believers as a "supernatural" perseverance that points to the truth of the message. 

In summary, while many thinkers have used this argument, Blaise Pascal is the one who most sharply 
defined the idea that the "murder" of witnesses is a primary reason to believe their testimony. 
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