Concerns Raised by the Mossel Bay Property Owners Association (MPOA):

The MPOA has expressed serious concerns regarding the adoption of Agenda 2030 guidelines by the
Mossel Bay Municipality. Specifically, the Association notes that there is no traceable documentation
indicating that meaningful public participation took place prior to the integration of these global
sustainability goals into local policy. Furthermore, there appears to be no record of formal approval or
endorsement from the broader Mossel Bay community, raising questions about transparency,
democratic process, and local consent.

The MPOA emphasizes that any policy shift of this magnitude—particularly one aligned with
international frameworks such as Agenda 2030—should be preceded by robust community
consultation, open dialogue, and clear documentation reflecting the will of local residents. Without
such engagement, the legitimacy of these policies may be called into question, and public trustin
municipal governance could be undermined.

The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, adopted by all UN member states, outlines 17
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) aimed at transforming the world for people, planet, and
prosperity. While the goals are ambitious and well-intentioned, protests and skepticism have emerged
globally for a variety of reasons—often rooted in concerns about sovereignty, economic impact,
cultural values, or perceived overreach.

Here’s a breakdown of each SDG and why it spark resistance or protest:
@ SDG 1: End Poverty

e Concern: Redistribution policies may be seen as threatening national autonomy or favoring
global governance.

e Protest Trigger: Fear of increased taxation or wealth redistribution without local consent.
@' SDG 2: Zero Hunger
e Concern: Push for sustainable agriculture may conflict with traditional farming practices.
e Protest Trigger: Resistance from farmers against regulations or biotech interventions.
Q SDG 3: Good Health and Well-being

¢ Concern: Universal health mandates may be viewed as infringing on personal or national
healthcare choices.

e Protest Trigger: Vaccine mandates, reproductive health policies, or pharmaceutical influence.
{53 SDG 4: Quality Education

e Concern: Globalized curricula may dilute national identity or promote ideologies seen as
controversial.

o Protest Trigger: Pushback against gender studies, climate education, or global citizenship
themes.

Page 1



ﬂ SDG 5: Gender Equality

e Concern: Cultural or religious groups may view gender policies as conflicting with traditional
values.

o Protest Trigger: Opposition to gender quotas, LGBTQ+ rights, or reproductive rights.
() SDG 6: Clean Water and Sanitation
o Concern: Privatization or international control of water resources.
o Protest Trigger: Local communities resisting foreign investment or infrastructure projects.
% SDG 7: Affordable and Clean Energy
e Concern: Transition away from fossil fuels may harm economies reliant on oil, coal, or gas.
o Protest Trigger: Job losses, energy price hikes, or forced green energy adoption.
&) SDG 8: Decent Work and Economic Growth
e Concern: Global labor standards may conflict with local economic models.
o Protest Trigger: Fear of automation, foreign competition, or loss of informal sector jobs.
ﬁE SDG 9: Industry, Innovation, and Infrastructure
e Concern: Large-scale infrastructure projects may displace communities or benefit elites.
e Protest Trigger: Land grabs, environmental degradation, or lack of local consultation.
@ SDG 10: Reduced Inequalities
e Concern: Policies may be seen as favoring migrants or minorities over native populations.
e Protest Trigger: Nationalist backlash or anti-immigration sentiment.
SDG 11: Sustainable Cities and Communities
e Concern: Urban planning may prioritize global standards over local needs.
e Protest Trigger: Resistance to smart cities, surveillance, or zoning changes.
SDG 12: Responsible Consumption and Production
¢ Concern: Restrictions on consumption may be viewed as authoritarian.

e Protest Trigger: Pushback against carbon taxes, bans on certain products, or lifestyle
mandates.
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[} SDG 13: Climate Action

e Concern: Climate policies may disproportionately affect developing nations or rural
communities.

o Protest Trigger: Opposition to carbon markets, climate treaties, or perceived climate
alarmism.

@ SDG 14: Life Below Water

e Concern: Fishing restrictions may hurt coastal economies.

o Protest Trigger: Resistance from fishers or maritime industries.
@ sDG 15: Life on Land

e Concern: Conservation efforts may limit land use or indigenous rights.

o Protest Trigger: Conflict over protected areas, land rights, or biodiversity regulations.
®J SDG 16: Peace, Justice, and Strong Institutions

e Concern: Global justice frameworks may override national legal systems.

e Protest Trigger: Sovereignty concerns, especially in authoritarian or transitional states.
 SDG 17: Partnerships for the Goals

e Concern: Global partnerships may be seen as vehicles for corporate or foreign influence.

o Protest Trigger: Distrust of multinational organizations or perceived erosion of national
control.

Q Underlying Themes Behind Global Protests
e Sovereignty: Fear that global agendas undermine national decision-making.
e Economic Anxiety: Concerns about job loss, inflation, or resource control.
¢ Cultural Identity: Resistance to perceived Western liberal values.

e Transparency: Distrust in how decisions are made and who benefits.
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