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1. Introduction

Following extensive legal research confirming the viability of forming a ratepayers-focused
political party, this guide provides a detailed, step-by-step roadmap for legally registering and
operationalizing such a party to contest the 2026 Local Government Elections. The focus is
on registering at the District or Metropolitan level, which is the most strategic and cost-
effective approach for a community-based movement seeking to effect change within a
specific municipality, such as Mossel Bay.

This process is governed primarily by the Electoral Commission Act 51 of 1996 and the
Regulations for the Registration of Political Parties. Adhering to these legal requirements
meticulously is critical for a successful registration.

2. Phase 1: Pre-Registration — Laying the Foundation
(Timeline: 4-6 Weeks)

This initial phase involves establishing the core legal and organizational identity of the party
before any official submission to the Independent Electoral Commission (IEC).

Step 1: Form an Organizing Committee

The first practical step is to form a dedicated committee responsible for managing the
registration process. This committee will oversee the drafting of documents, collection of
signatures, and submission to the IEC. It should consist of committed individuals with strong
organizational and administrative skills.

Step 2: Draft the Party Constitution

A party constitution is a mandatory requirement for registration. This document does not
need to be overly complex but must outline the party's core principles and governance
structures.

Key elements to include:

*Party Name and Objectives: Clearly state the party's name and its primary goal (e.g., "to
ensure accountable, transparent, and efficient municipal governance free from political
interference").

*Membership: Define who can become a member and the process for joining.
*Governance Structure: Detail the leadership positions (e.g., Party Leader, Chairperson,
Treasurer, Secretary), their roles, and how they are elected.

*Decision-Making: Outline how party decisions will be made (e.g., through a general
meeting, executive committee vote).

*Financial Management: Specify how party funds will be managed and accounted for.



*Candidate Selection: Describe the process for selecting candidates for ward and proportional
representation (PR) lists.

Step 3: Decide on Party Name, Abbreviation, and Logo

The party's identity is crucial for its appearance on the ballot paper. The IEC has specific
rules for these elements:
Element Requirement Recommendation
Choose a name that is clear, memorable, and

Full Name  Must not exceed 60 letters. reflects the party's purpose (e.g., "Mossel Bay
Ratepayers Party").
This is what will likely appear on the ballot.
Make it impactful (e.g., "MBRATE").

Must be submitted as a The logo should be simple, visually distinct, and
Logo/Symbol high-resolution .PNG or easily recognizable, even in a small format on the

JPG file. ballot paper.
The chosen name and logo must not be substantially similar to those of another registered
party to avoid voter confusion and potential rejection by the IEC.

Abbreviation Must not exceed 8 letters.

3. Phase 2: The Registration Process — Making it Official
(Timeline: 4-8 Weeks)

This phase involves the formal legal steps required for registration with the IEC.

Step 4: Publish the Public Notice

For a district or metropolitan level registration, the party must announce its intention to
register by publishing a notice in a local newspaper that circulates in the relevant municipal
area. This notice must follow the format prescribed in Annexure 2 of the Regulations.
Action: Contact a local newspaper (e.g., the Mossel Bay Advertiser) to place the
advertisement. You must retain a full, original page of the newspaper where the notice
appears as proof for your application.

Step 5: Collect Supporter Signatures (Deed of Foundation)

This is a critical step to demonstrate a baseline of community support. For a
district/metropolitan registration, you must collect the signatures of 300 registered voters.
Action: Use the official Annexure 6 (Deed of Foundation) form. Each signatory must provide
their full name, signature, and ID number. It is crucial to verify that each signatory is a
registered voter in South Africa. It is advisable to collect more than the required 300
signatures (e.g., 350-400) in case some are found to be invalid.

Step 6: Complete the Application Form
The official application is made using the Annexure 1 form. This form collates all the party's

key information, including:
*Party name, abbreviation, and address.



*The level of registration being applied for (e.g., Garden Route District Municipality).
Particulars of the Party Leader and other executive members.
*Contact details for the designated party contact person.

Step 7: Compile and Submit the Application Package

Once all documents are prepared, compile the complete application package for submission
to the IEC's national office in Centurion. The package must include:

1.Completed Application Form (Annexure 1).

2.A copy of the Party Constitution.

3.The Deed of Foundation with 300+ original signatures (Annexure 6).

4.The full, original newspaper page containing the public notice.

5.A high-resolution digital copy of the Party Logo (can be submitted separately).

6.Proof of payment of the R2,000 registration fee.

It is highly recommended to submit the application in person to ensure it is received and to
get a receipt. The IEC will process the application, and if all requirements are met, will issue
a registration certificate.

4. Phase 3: Post-Registration — Preparing to Contest

Registration is only the first major milestone. The following steps are essential to prepare for
the election itself.

Step 8: Open a Party Bank Account

For financial transparency and to comply with the Political Party Funding Act, the party must
have a dedicated bank account to manage all membership fees, donations, and deposits.

Step 9: Recruit and Vet Candidates

Begin the process of identifying and vetting potential candidates for both ward councillor
positions and the proportional representation (PR) list. Candidates must be registered voters
and meet the constitutional requirements to hold public office.

Step 10: Prepare for Candidate Nomination

Once the election date is proclaimed and the timetable is released, the party will need to
submit its candidate nominations. This is a separate process from party registration and
involves:

*Submitting PR lists in order of preference.

*Nominating candidates for specific wards.

*Paying the required election deposits (e.g., R2,000 for a local council PR list, plus R1,000
for each ward candidate).

5. Timelines and Costs Summary

Critical Timeline for 2026 Elections



Phase Activity Recommended Completion Date

Iz’hase L& Party Registration End of February 2026

Phase 3 g;rll)dldate Recruitment & Campaign March - August 2026

- Election Date Proclamation Expected August 2026

- Candidate Nomination Deadline g(())zb;): announced (likely Sep/Oct
- Election Window 2 Nov 2026 - 30 Jan 2027
Estimated Budget

A realistic budget to register the party and run a competitive campaign in a single local
municipality like Mossel Bay is approximately R85,000. A minimal, volunteer-driven
campaign could be executed for as little as R17,000.

Cost Category Estimated Amount (Realistic)
One-Time Registration Costs R5,000

Pre-Election Preparation R20,000

Election Campaign & Deposits R60,000

Total Estimated Budget R85,000

6. Conclusion

Forming and registering a Ratepayers Political Party is a legally straightforward process with
clear, achievable requirements. The primary challenges are not legal but organizational and
financial: mobilizing 300 supporters, drafting a constitution, raising the necessary funds, and
preparing a credible campaign. By starting the process immediately and following the steps
outlined in this guide, a dedicated community association can successfully register a party
and be well-positioned to contest the 2026 municipal elections.
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