
Greed is repeatedly condemned throughout Scripture as destructive, idolatrous, and opposed 

to God’s will. The Bible warns that greed leads to ruin, discontent, and separation from God, while 

urging believers to pursue contentment, generosity, and righteousness instead. 

       Key Bible Passages on Greed 

• Luke 12:15 – “Watch out! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; life does not consist 

in an abundance of possessions.” 

• 1 Timothy 6:9–10 – Greed leads people into temptation and ruin: “For the love of money is a 

root of all kinds of evil.” 

• Colossians 3:5 – Greed is equated with idolatry: “Put to death… greed, which is idolatry.” 

• Hebrews 13:5 – “Keep your lives free from the love of money and be content with what you 

have.” 

• Proverbs 15:27 – “The greedy bring ruin to their households, but the one who hates bribes 

will live.” 

• Ecclesiastes 5:10 – “Whoever loves money never has enough; whoever loves wealth is never 

satisfied with their income.” 

• Ezekiel 22:12 – Condemns Israel for extortion and greed, showing how it corrupts society. 

• 1 John 2:16 – Warns against “the lust of the eyes”—a form of greed that comes from the 

world, not the Father. 

   Why Greed is Evil in Scripture 

• Destroys contentment – Greed blinds people to God’s provision and keeps them restless. 

• Leads to idolatry – Scripture equates greed with worshiping wealth instead of God. 

• Corrupts relationships – Greed causes exploitation, injustice, and broken trust. 

• Opens the door to other sins – Covetousness often leads to lying, stealing, and oppression. 

    Biblical Alternative to Greed 

• Contentment – Trusting God’s provision (Philippians 4:11–13). 

• Generosity – Sharing blessings with others (2 Corinthians 9:6–7). 

• Stewardship – Using resources wisely for God’s kingdom (Matthew 25:14–30). 

     In short: The Word of God documents the evil of greed in both Old and New Testaments, 

portraying it as idolatry, a root of evil, and a destroyer of households. Instead, believers are called to 

live with gratitude, generosity, and trust in God’s provision. 
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